
Cut Costs, I*prove Efficiency
Itarn How RenouatingYour House Can SaueYou Mo,ney

"'ii"'f you think you've been
paying too much for

ui if..rri.iry, you're not
alone. Brent Paquin, owner
of Paquin Design Build,
says that now is a good
time to cut back on energy
brlls and make homes more
environmen tally fr ien dly,
but remodeling can be ex-
pensive. Luckily, the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Plan.
signed by President Obama on Feb .17,
2009, encourages homeowners to update
their homes with energy efficient measures
for a tax credit.The tax credit for remodel-
irg prqects is 30 percent of the cost of the
work, or up to $1,500 (see sidebar).

Many older homes built in the'60s and
'70s may be drafry, and homeowners
might also be ready to update look of
their home. Newer homes shouldn't be
excluded as they may require energy effi-
ciency improvements. Here's a checklrst Thste of the Bay com-
piled with the help of Paquin Design Build of ways to improve
your home's efficiency.
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Make sure you have proper insulation throughout your
home. Look for areas where wires enter the house, and be sure
they are closed off using sealing foam. Also check the wall that
separat..r 

.yorl Fara?e-from 
youl house: there is often a gap be-

tween this wall and the garage floor.This gap mry look small
but it's a major culprit for heat loss, and sealing it with .rrlk i,
an easy and inexpensive solution.

For an insulation overhaul, companies such as Paquin De-
sign Build carr remove the outer finishing from your house
and blow in insulation from the outside. Paquin also suggests

fPSrading 
to Energy Star-rated windgws.,Add r:* siding to

the improvements and you've just updated your home's look
and efficien cy at once.
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Even with the best insulation, you can spend a lot of money and
energy on heating and cooling ifyour HVAC system is too small
for your home. If the HVAC system is undersized, it will work
harder than it normally should, which is a waste of energ.y, and it
stifl might not keep your whole home comfortable. Paqurn suggests
adding a second system and gives the example of a house in which
the original system covers oJy the base-.nt and first floor while
the new system covers the 2nd floor-kno\ /n as dual zone HVAC.

Accomplish two things at once by adding blown insulation when
replacing siding.

Proper sealing also applies to the HVAC system.You may need
to replace duct work to be sure it's not leaking.
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Older water heaters work all day to keep water warm
even when no one needs it, but new tankless water heaters
heat water instantly as it runs through the system. This saves

energy and has the
added benefit of
never running out
of hot water. Paquin
says he installed a
tankless water
heater for a house-
hold of seven.With
that many people
trying to shower
each d^y,an old
fashioned water
heater was incon-
venient, since it
could only heat a

limited amount of water at a time.The tankless heater was a
more practical and efficient option for this household.

iligil:tis=g
ilorr'tiorg.t the simple things like natural lighting. Make the

most of your windows on sunny days by keeping the curtains or
blinds open, and for areas that require electric lighting, consider
using motion sensors, dimmers and timers. Paquin says some
parents are using timers for their children's closet lights, since
most people dont need to leave a closet light on all d^y,and ir
saves parents the trouble of constantly checking switches.

The photos wsed in this piece areftom an actual project of Paquirr
Design Buitd.

For more informat ion on these or other home improvements,  p lease
cal l  41 O.643.7811 or v is i t  www.paquindesignbui ld.net.  Paquin
Design Bui ld special izes in draf t ing and design, custom homes,
addi t ions and renovat ions.  MHIC #90045, MHBR #5346.

fiet Tax Eredit fur Remndel
For more informat ion,  including FAOs, forms and qual i f icat ions,  fo l -
low three simple steps.

1 . Visit www.energystar.gov

2. Enter ' tax credit '  in the search box

3. Click on f irst returned l ink, " Federal Tax Credits. "
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